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Aster ageratoides var. pendulus W. P. Li & G. X. Chen, 
a new variety of Aster (Asteraceae) from Hunan, China 
"LI Wei-Ping ° CHEN Gong-Xi 


‘(College of Life Sciences, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China) 
*(College of Resources and Planning Sciences, Zhangjiajie, Hunan 427000, China) 


Abstract Aster ageratoides var. pendulus W. P. Li & G. X. Chen, a new variety of Aster 
(Asteraceae) from Shimen County, northwestern Hunan, China, is described. The variety is 
similar to A. ageratoides var. laticorymbus (Vant.) Hand.-Mazz., from which it differs by 
having pendent stem, basal leaves and lower stem leaves purple beneath, stem leaves linear, 
hispid above, and broader phyllaries. The new variety is also possibly similar to A. 
ageratoides var. micranthus Ling in the linear leaves and white ligules, but differs by having 
the phyllaries green at apex, 1.25-1.75 mm wide, and the obvious creeping underground 
rhizomes. 

Key words Aster, Aster ageratoides var. pendulus W. P. Li & G. X. Chen, Asteraceae, new 
variety, Hunan, China. 
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Aster ageratoides Turcz. var. pendulus W. P. Li & G. X. Chen, var. nov. Fig. 1. 
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Differt ab A. ageratoide var. laticorymbo Hand.-Mazz. caule pendenti, foliis basilaribus 
et inferioribus subtus persaepe purpureis, foliis caulibus linearibus, supra saepe hispidis, 
phyllariis 1.25-1.75 mm latis. 
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Fig. 1. Aster ageratoides var. pendulus W. P. Li & G. X. Chen. A, Habit. B, Holotype, W. P. Li 0410008. 
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